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10 PROPOSALS TO PROMOTE EDUCATION  
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

IN EUROPE 
 

ESD MEMORANDUM 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 ESD is a necessity! 
 
ESD has developed over those last decades in the world and Europe as an answer to the 
environmental deterioration, the declining resources, the endangering of the quality of life and 
health, and the widening gap between man and nature. Despite the on-going efforts, notably 
regarding ESD, the situation is getting worse. 
 
Each day , the interconnection of social, environmental and economic issues - pillars of sustainable 
development - is more and more obvious. The EESD never ceases to examine and relate these 
issues to contribute to a genuine transition into a fairer , more caring and more responsible world. 
 
Much more than an educational content, EESD is a formative and global process and it is part of  an 
individual and collective perspective of change. 
 
The ESD has many facets that address to everyone, everywhere and throughout life. 
 
It aims to restore the relationship between men and its natural, cultural and social environment 
and to build, for each one and collectively, an earth identity (Edgar Morin - The 7 principles for the 
education of the future). 
 
It is an education to responsibility. It means being aware of the issues , understand them , learn to 
evaluate them and make choices to fulfil our individual and collective responsibility to our 
immediate living environment , our global environment and to future generations. 
 
It is a citizenship education , that aims to raise critical thinking and develop values by giving the 
desire to live together, today and tomorrow, here and elsewhere. 
 
These are citizens who are formed for a participatory debate in order to prepare themselves to 
lead a full role in the future of their territories, from local to global. 
 
To achieve this objectives, ESD is brought to Europe by hundreds of associations, thousands of 
educators and affects hundreds of thousands of children and adults . 
 
Today, because challenges are amplified and more and more complex, ESD requires a recognition 
at an European level and a voluntary and consistent policy. It is to these objectives that this 
Memorandum wants to aim. 
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It is based on shared observations in many European countries and is written by ESD organizations 
of several countries. The aim is to broaden the debate to all actors concerned on ESD during the 
next European legislation. 
 

European texts and commitments in favour of ESD 
 
“ESD should be regarded as crucial in the process of lifelong learning and should, where 
appropriate, be mainstreamed into all levels and aspects of education and training, in order to 
strengthen the capacity of citizens to cope with imminent unpredictable problems and to find long-
term solutions for these in many different situations throughout life.” (Council of the European 
Union, 2010/C 327/05) 
 
As the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development is coming to an end and 
in reference to the conclusions of the Council on November 19th 2010 on ESD, one needs to assess 
and share the value of the commitments* made by the European Union.  “Civilian” ESD 
stakeholders wish to be part of this assessment as well as of the wording of the perspectives and 
priorities that have to come out of it. 
 
* References: 
- The United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-14, UNESCO) 
- UNECE For Education For Sustainable Development ( Vilnius 17-18 March 2005, CEP/AC. 
13/2005/3/Rev.1) 
- Council conclusions on education for sustainable development of 19 November 2010  
(2010/C 327/05). Extract: “ the Council of the European Union emphasises that ESD has an 
important contribution to make the successful implementation of the EU Strategy for Sustainable 
Development and the new Europe 2020 Strategy” 

 
ESD reviews in different European countries  
 
Hereby, civilian ESD stakeholders want to share their wishes and recommendations on the basis of 
the following common observations*: 
 
- ESD in schools exist in all European countries, but it remains the objective of motivated teachers 
in environments that do not support its continuity and that is relying poorly on appropriate 
educational strategies. There are few exits on the outside , little learning on debate techniques , 
few interdisciplinary and systemic approaches. The complexity of our world and our societies calls 
for a transversal approach of learning. 
 
- ESD does not rely on school only, it should touch all the stakeholders : popular education, adults, 
youth, the old and very old. Education for all, everywhere, throughout life,is accepted but remains 
too  divided and disorganised.  
 
- Even though the themes treated on the field  show for a real diversity, it is necessary to agree on 
the definition of ESD that, beyond themes, aims at eco-citizenship: “A form of Citizenship that 
takes into account the close links between society and nature. A Critical, competent, creative and 
committed form of citizenship equipped with the skill and will to take part in public debates, and 



3 

 

 
10 proposals to promote education for sustainable development in Europe 

 

that is looking for solutions and social innovation.” (Lucie Sauvé, 2013) 
 
- Such an education is based on territorial realities and specificities, whether they are cultural, 
ecological, social, political or economic.... and develops through these a wide and rich range of 
practises and strategies at the European level.  
 
- Beyond borders ESD practises focus on the same objectives and are developed. It is now highly 
necessary that these ESD practises are collected and  a “ common” training such as a ESD Master 
be created.  
 
- ESD stakeholders' will to network is very strong but it is slowed down by the lack of financial 
means that would enable the creation and coordination of this network.  
 
- There is not enough, or any, scientific assessment of the state of ESD in European countries and 
at a European level whereas it is crucial for the evolution of practises and strategies as well as for 
the spreading of ESD.  
 
- Following the global financial crisis of 2008, the budget restrictions set by Europe led many 
national governments to take austerity measures, notably  a decrease of their support to ESD 
associations.  
 
* Reference: European day in Lyon on March 4th 2013 – www.assises-eedd.org/journee-
europeenne 
 

Education for the Environment and /or Education for Sustainable 
Development ?  
 
Right after the Rio Conference (1992), the idea of ESD emerged and was associated to Education 
for the Environment sometimes even replacing it in the international context.  
 
Sustainable Development is a perspective to which a number of Education for the Environment 
actors / stakeholders refer to. Depending on regions and cultures, the ideas of Education for the 
Environment and ESD are expressed in different ways. 
 
The idea of ESD adopted in this document aims at incorporating different sensitivities, practises 
and visions without being a global denomination.  
 

 
10 proposals for concrete measures that aim at ESD recognition and 
reinforcement within the European Union 
 
Public policies in favour of ESD 
 

1. Incorporate, when it's not already done, ESD (awareness raising, information, teaching, 
training, participation, governing ) in all policies regarding the environment and sustainable 

http://www.assises-eedd.org/journee-europeenne
http://www.assises-eedd.org/journee-europeenne


4 

 

 
10 proposals to promote education for sustainable development in Europe 

 

development  (water, waste, agriculture, energy, landscape, transport...). Include ESD 
stakeholders, or their representatives, during the reflection process. When visions are put 
into actions, to draw on local, regional and national competences in the ESD area in order 
to stimulate territories. Making sure that these policies have the means to exist thanks to a 
support to ESD organisations.  

 
2. Implement ESD into all educational programmes funded by Europe and /or develop a ESD / 

citizenship specific fund: sharing and assessing practises; action research, collective 
pedagogical tools; study trips; shared projects between European regions; projects in 
partnership with the South... 

 
3. Provide a participatory tool to establish a map of ESD practises in Europe in order to have a 

quality and quantity overview available and to observe its evolution and draw strategic 
reflections from it.  

 

ESD, a lifelong education  
 

4. Recognise and integrate, when it's not the case yet, ESD throughout compulsory education 
in every European country; 

 - extend ESD to all educational institutions; 
 - organise, if it's not done, systems that establish transversal modules throughout schooling 
 - Increase teachers' ESD awareness and equip them with the competence to talk about 
 complex current issues with pupils... 
 

5. Incorporate ESD in all education systems, vocational, universities, and higher education:  
 - establish links with the environment and Sustainable Development in all concerned 
 curricula ( sciences, technology, technical, safety, social sciences, ….); 
 -organise, if it's not done, systems that establish interdisciplinary modules in all curricula; 
 - extend Agendas 21 in every university and in all educational facilities; 
 - create a European ESD Master 
 - promote and support students' projects in keeping with ESD perspectives. 
 

6. Promote ESD in all forms of non-formal education by giving special attention to those with 
fewer opportunities, notably through supporting participatory initiatives of eco-citizenship. 

 
7. Further ESD awareness raising and ESD practises in firms, in-service training and the 

definition of new training profiles regarding environment and sustainable development in 
all occupational sectors (regarding: water, air, waste, food, mobility, construction, 
production...) 

 
8. Develop ESD research: action research associating the research community and field 

workers; create an academic ESD chair in universities (at least one in every country); assess 
practises and resources; assess the impact of ESD, overview of ESD in Europe; intercultural 
analysis of different approaches to ESD in Europe; prospective reflection ; …. 

 
ESD at the heart of  Europe  
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9. Mainstream ESD in the European institution: 

 To appoint a ESD speaker within the Council of the European Union whose mission 
would be to promote ESD within the European institution and dialogue with civilian and 
institutional ESD stakeholders. 

 Create a ESD working group within the European Parliament and put the ESD question 
on the Parliament's agenda within the two coming years (2015-2016). 

 
10. Support and give financial means to the establishment of a European ESD network that 

would have two main functions: promote the sharing of practises, collect knowledge and 
promote European partnerships; be representative of ESD stakeholders in the Council of 
the European Union and and European Parliament. 

 
 
Have participated in the drafting of this MEMORANDUM : 
 

 French-speaking Belgium: Réseau Idée asbl- info@reseau-idee.be  

 France: Collectif Français pour l'Education à l'Environnement vers un Développement 
Durable (CFEEDD)- contact@cfeedd.org  

 Greece: Polis- International Network in Environmental Education- polis@otenet.gr  

 Italy: Istituto per l'Ambiente e l'Educazione Scholé Futuro Onlus-  

 europe@environmental-education.org  

 Portugal: Lisboa E-Nova – Agência Municipal de Energia-Ambiente de Lisboa- 
info@lisboaenova.org  

 Spain: Tekieroverde - gallegoa@ymail.com  
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